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of the practical experience of the lecturer, to whom a

cordial vote of thanks was passed.
The 11 eed of Education.

The appalling ignorance and indifference occasionally
met with in the matter of feeding the young points to some
want of instruction in the matter of diet. An example of
recklessness in this particular was lately the subject of an
inquiry by the coroner. A boy aged ten years having been
to an afternoon performance at a local theatre was put into a
tram to go home. A glass of port wine was given to him when
he started by his father. On his way the boy purchased a
cocoanut and some chestnuts, of which he ate freely. His
tea on arriving home consisted of cocoa, bread and butter,
and tinned lobster and he finished up with more cocoanut and
chestiauts. The result was constipation, twisting of the
intestine, and death-a climax not to be wondered at.

Nov. 3rd.

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

De2nolition of -T.*sanitary Property and Improvement at City
Bat3ts.

MR. R. WALTON, Local Government Board inspector, held
an inquiry on the 30th ult. at the municipal offices relative
to the application by the Corporation to borrow .650,000 for
the purchase and demolition of insanitary property, and
.S18,675 for the purpose of public baths and washhouses.
Dr. Hope, the medical officer of health, said that the pro-
perty as scheduled was not only that which was in the most
ruinous state of dilapidation and of the worst and most
vicious construction, but was also that in which the highest
death-rate occurred and the greatest amount of certain forms
of infectious sickness was found to exist. The property in-
cluded in the present application was situated in seven

different districts, comprising the north, south, and centre of
the city. The death-rates for the last three years based upon
a special census to secure accuracy varied from 30 per 1000
in the district of the south end, where there was some
shockingly bad property, up to as high as 79’6 per 1000 in
the north end. Besides these circumstances they would
have to record what too often happens-a frequent recurrence
of typhus fever was constantly taking place in these dis-
tricts. There were no fewer than forty-seven cases of this
disease within the current year taken out of the streets
included in the present report. The mischief, of course, did
not end in these streets. It spread from there to better ones.
It had been traced into a number of other streets. The

general health of the inhabitants was naturally very low, as
the high death-rate would indicate. The sanitary condition
of the houses was very defective and the people had no
chance of leading a wholesome life. Some of the 1500
houses vacant in these districts were little better than those

proposed to be demolished. It was very remarkable that,
considering the constant process of demolishing insanitary
property and displacing large populations, overcrowding was
not on the increase. It was, in fact, diminishing, and the
number of convictions for overcrowding was lessening year
by year. At the same time inspection was much more close
and the conditions more exacting, as a greater cubic space
was now required in sub-let houses. The property proposed
to be demolished was neglected by the owners and was
defective in every particular. In reference to the application
to borrow money for the purpose of public baths it is pro-
posed to supply Westminster- road baths and Burlington-
street open-air baths with hot salt water brought through
a main from the Liverpool Cold Storage Company’s premises,
where the hot salt water would be pumped by a pump which
the corporation intended to erect there. The company
could supply about 200,000 gallons of hot salt water per
twenty-four hours. The water would not be transmitted
directly, but first of all lodged in suitable tanks in Bevington-
hill, whence it would flow to the baths by gravitation. This
scheme would cost about 6500. In connexion with further

applications for power to borrow money to improve the sani-
tary arrangements of two other public baths and wash-
houses, it appears that the system of washing clothes at
these washhouses was said to be very antiquated, the drying
apparatus generating such a high temperatnre-180&deg; F.-that I
the women engaged there frequently fainted. The idea was

to re-arrange the whole system and to improve the sanitary
condition of the baths.

Nem Hospital for Phthisis.
A public meeting was held at the town hall on the-

2nd inst., under the presidency of the Lord Mayor, in support
of the scheme for building a new hospital for phthisis.
The building which has done duty as a hospital for some-
years consisted originally of two dwelling houses providing
forty beds. This institution is now found to be too small for-
its requirements. The committee have had a plan before
them, devised by their architect, of rebuilding the hospital
on its present site in Mount Pleasant, the wards being
so arranged as to receive the full benefit of the sunshine.
The new hospital is estimated to cost .E.50,000, and will con-
tain seventy-six beds. It is proposed that the cost of building
shall not exceed &pound; 22,800, the remaining &pound; 27,200 to be-

expended on furnishing the hospital and endowing twenty-five
beds. It is to be sincerely desired that the committee will see-
their way to build the new hospital in a more salubrious
atmosphere than can be had in its present situation. That
there is a prospect of attaining this desirable end is indicated
by the speeches of the Lord Mayor and of Mr. William
Rathbone (the president of the hospital), both of whom laid
stress on the importance of fresh country air as an absolute-
necessity in the treatment of phthisis. It is interesting
to see that of E16,774 already promised towards the required
50,000 no less than 11,000 had been contributed by the
committee themselves.

"Health of Lazerpool and Corporation Hospital
’ Accom7)todatioit.

In a memorandum submitted to the City Council by the
chairman of the Port Sanitary and Hospitals Committee it
will be seen that the total number of beds available in the
Corporation hospitals amounts to 540. This number is to

provide for the requirements of a city containing 650,000-
inhabitants, in addition to which is a large emigration popu-
lation of 200,000. some of whom are not unfrequently
unable to proceed on their journey owing to infectious-
diseases, and, in consequence, require removal to the

Corporation hospitals. The Local Government Board advise
the provision of one bed per 1000 of the population,
exclusively of accommodation for cases of small-pox ; so that
if it be assumed that 100 beds are set aside for small-

pox there only remain 450 for general requirements. ,

An additional fifty beds will shortly be available at Nether-
field-road. At the present time all the available accommo-
dation for scarlet fever is taken up, and, what is still more
serious, almost every available bed for typhus fever is also
occupied, and accommodation for some of these cases has
only been found by encroaching upon wards which ought
properly to be set aside for small-pox. At the present time
the trade of the port is liable to be influenced by the presence
to any considerable extent of the more serious forms of
zymotic disease. Some of the consuls receive every week a
statement on the matter, and the increase of any one of the
more serious forms of infectious sickness is at once the subject
of inquiry and correspondence. The following shows the
number of cases reported and the number of cases removed
to hospital during each of the last three years :-1894 :
6232 cases ; 2766 removed to hospital. 1895 : 4641 cases ;
2128 removed to hospital. 1896 (to Sept. 30th) : 3895 cases ;
1820 removed to hospital. The chairman of the health com-
mittee, in his review of the city during the past year, also
says that the gradual improvement in recent years in the
health of the city has been well maintained during the first
nine months of the present year, the general death-rate for
the whole city during that period being 22-5 per 1000, as.
compared with 25’4 per 1000 during 1895. This improvement
was apparent in each of the wards of the city, and adverting
first to the former city area, exclusively of the recently incor-
porated districts, it was gratifying to notice a decrease in the’
general death-rate to 245, as against 25-6 per 1000, the

average of the previous ten years. The city during the
period referred to had been free from small-pox with the-

exception of 2 cases, 1 being introduced into the city overland
and the other arriving by sea from Constantinople. Both
cases were isolated in hospital, and the precautions adopted
prevented any extension of the disease. The number of
cases of typhoid fever reported were 867, and represent a
diminution of 73 on the number of cases reported during
the same period of last year. Scarlet fever had shown
some increase during the past two or three months,.
but the type, fortunately, had been a mild one, and
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there were now signs which justified the expectation
of a decline of the disease. Typhus fever still appeared
upon the records to a larger extent than was alto-
gether satisfactory, notwithstanding incessant efforts to
induce the class amongst whom it prevailed to observe
ordinary cleanliness. During the summer months a consider-
able number of streets were specially washed. This course
was from a sanitary point of view extremely beneficial
and it might be hoped that the system would be largely
"extended in future years. An unstinted supply of water Iwas still urgently called for in connexion with public and
private conveniences, and a very much freer use was ’,
desirable in the public baths of the city. The rate of mor-

tality in the incorporated areas had fallen to 14 per 1000, as
against 15 2 per 1000 in the preceding year. The birth-
rate for the whole city was 32’2 per 1000. Singularly enough,
the older parts recorded a much higher rate-namely, 36’7-
than the incorporated areas, which was only 25’2, and this
circumstance exercised a most important influence upon the
general death-rate. The subjoined table represents the

mortality in the whole of Liverpool from the five principal
zymotic diseases during the first nine months of 1896, and
in comparison with it are placed the figures of the corre-
:sponding period of the previous year :-

1895 1896
Small-pox ............... 13 ...... 

--

Typhus fever............... 17 ...... 26
Typhoid fever ............ .. 140 ...... 107
Scarlet fever ............ 119 ...... 123
Dianhosa ............... 916 ...... 779
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WESTERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Gloucestershire County Council on l accanation.
THE report of the committee whose duty it is to deal with

he reports of the various medical officers of the county was
(presented at the last meeting of the Gloucestershire County
Council. It deals with reports made to the forty-one sanitary
.authorities by their medical officers and sanitary inspectors
at their March quarterly meetings for the twelve months

ending December, 1895. The vital statistics of the forty-
,one districts are as follows: birth-rate per 1000, 26 69 ;
,general death-rate, 15-47; infant mortality under one

year per 1000 born, 123-6. In 1894 the birth-rate
was 25-93 and the general death-rate 13’63. The report
also refers to the epidemic at Gloucester and states
’that Dr. Bond, in conjunction with other medical men,
has done a noble service in bringing home to the people
’the value of the protection which Jenner’s discovery has
afforded to those who availed themselves of it, and adds :
"The experience which has been gained in dealing with
this subject is that universal and efficient vaccination and
’re-vaccination is the only protection available against a

threatened epidemic of small-pox, and that boards of
guardians are entirely inefficient bodies to be entrusted with
such a duty as the administration of the Vaccination Acts."
A letter was read from Dr. Ancrum resigning his position of
.alderman for the county owing to continued ill-health,
whereupon the chairman, Sir John Dorington, Bart., M.P.,
’remarked that both the council and the quarter sessions
were indebted to Dr. Ancrum for the many years of useful
- service he had given to the county.

The Small.pox Epidemic at Gloucester.
At the meeting of the Gloucester city council held on

Oct. 27th it was stated that the expenditure entailed by the
recent small-pox epidemic was .E15,000 and the expedient
was adopted of spreading the repayment of the same over a
.period of four years.

The Somerset County Council.
At the quarterly meeting of the Somerset county council

’held on Oct. 20th the sanitary committee of the council I
stated that twenty-five cases of river pollution had been
reported in the county, of which seventeen were caused by
local authorities and eight by manufacturers. An injunction
had been obtained against the Yeovil town council. The

"visiting committee of the Somerset and Bath Lunatic
Asylum reported that the number of patients on the books,

including those boarded out in other asylums, was 1099 (609
females and 490 males). A contract had been entered into,
at a cost of .E3000, for installing the electric light in the
new asylum at Cotford.

The Bridgwater Infirmary.
The annual sermon in aid of the Bridgwater Infirmary was

preached at St. Mary’s Church on Oct. 25th by the Bishop
. of Bath and Wells. On the invitation of the mayor the
. magistrates, members of the corporation, and a large number

of the principal inhabitants accompanied his worship in
state " procession. There was a crowded congregation, an
admirable and appropriate discourse was delivered by the
Bishop, and the offertory was a record one. The annual

. meeting of the institution was held on Oct. 26th, under
the presidency of Lord Clifford. The secretary’s report showed

 a larger number of patients and also an increased income as
. compared with the previous year. Much regret was expressed

by the committee at the resignation of Mr. Washington
: Winterbotham, J.P., M.B. Lond., M.R.C.S. Eng., who had
, 

been a member of the honorary staff for a period of thirty-
three years. There were three candidates for the appointment

. 

thus rendered vacant, and on a ballot being taken Mr. Kerr
Pringle, M.B., C.hI. Edin., was elected.

Carmarthenshire County Couneil.
At the meeting of the Carmarthenshire county council

held on Oct. 28th Sir J. Hills-Johnes moved that a con-
sulting medical officer be appointed for the whole county.
He said that at present voluminous reports were sent to
the Public Health Committee by the district medical officer,
but as there was no one responsible to supervise them they
were useless. Mr. Howell Reed, J.P., M.R.C.S. Eng.,
L R.C.P. Lond., in supporting this said he should have liked
to have had a county medical officer pure and simple and
not one for consultation only. Unfortunately after a long
discussion the motion was rejected by a large majority.

Pauperism in Carmarthen.
The Local Government Board inspector, in his address to

the guardians of the Carmarthen Union on Oct. 31st, said
that it was a deplorable fact that in some of the parishes of
the Carmarthen Union one person in every twenty was a

, pauper and actually in a few parishes 70 per cent. were
, paupers. In Carmarthen town, where there was a great deal

of charity, about 500 of the 9000 people were on the pauper
list.

, 
list. 

Vegetarian llleeting in Bristol.
The autumn congress of the Vegetarian Federal Union

; was held in Bristol last week, when a number of papers on
; different aspects of vegetarianism were read and discussed.

The chairman in his speech said that at present the medical
profession were against them, but he believed that in time

, 
this opposition would cease and the medical man would no

s longer say that there was strength in beef or mutton or beef-
tea, as they used to say there was strength in brandy.

Bristol Medicals v. Cardiff uledicals at Football.
This match between the above clubs was played underi 

Rugby rules on the Clifton (Bristol) ground on Oct. 28th
and resulted in a win for the home team by a try to nil.E The Bristol Medicals were unable to play their full strength
as two of their players were away representing the county

f 
of Gloucester at Moseley (Worcestershire).

Lifeboat Saturday in Bristol.
, In deference to the wish of the public the committee
s decided to have no street collection this year in aid of the
1 lifeboat funds. Oct. 24th, which was observed as Lifeboat

Saturday in Bristol, was therefore somewhat less in evidence
than in the previous years, but it is hoped that this will not

n 
reduce the amount collected and sent to the honorary secre-

e tary and treasurer. The result of the collections made in

t 
1894 and 1895 was that nearly Z2000 was remitted to the

a 
National Institution.

Lunacy in Herefordshire.
At a meeting of the Ross Board of Guardians held on

Oct. 22nd a letter was read from the clerk of the Hereford
Asylum Committee stating that a resolution had been passed
to close the asylum for all patients until a vacancy occurred.
The clerk had since written to the Gloucester Asylum Com-

n mittee inquiring if they could take patients from the Ross
e district.

c Hospital Sunday in Plymouth and District.
. On Oct. 25th the annual collection on behalf of the South


